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as the polite phraseology of the day had it, to the
daughter of one Larke, about the time of his rise
to power ; and the phrase meant something more
than a cloak for vice. For he appears to have
remained faithful to her, as though she was his
lawful wife, until her lawful marriage with one
Legh of Cheshire. Wolsey seems to have suffered
no pangs at parting from her, in spite of the fact
that she had borne him a son and a daughter, but
passed her on with a large dowry that, ironically
enough, was to prove one of the charges at his own
impeachment. Her brother, Thomas Larke,
became Wolsey's confessor and a chaplain to the
King ; which shows that Wolsey bore the family
no grudge. This helps to substantiate the theory
that he was not a man of strong passions, but
cohabited for physical reasons only. His nature
was, moreover, exuberantly robust and free from
perversion, and one that would have given a
modern psycho-analyist small gain for his
trouble.

This total lack of any abnormal strain in him-
self may have accounted for his inability to detect
it, or even to believe in its existence when under
his very nose, in other people. His mind, so power-
ful in grasp and strong in detail, never penetrated
a single problem, and slid gently over everything
that was not visible to the eye. As Mr. Belloc
says, " He could only judge men plainly and
especially as agents, that is, he missed their secret
thoughts, he never surmised in them anything but